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Gold placer mining
proposed for area
in Horseshoe Bend
pf Joseph Bauman
ueserel News staff writer

,^_PIl! .^f.gold phcer mining,operation is proposed
ror an area witlin the Green River's Horseshoe Bend, l0
miles south of Vernal.

_ The method is similar to thc- kind of placer mining done
by.prospectors in the great California ioU rusii of 1849 _
qsug nearby rlver water to separate rich ore sand from
the soil.

^.T.h9 
ope-rltion is outlined in a merno sent to the UtahulvEron ot State t ands and-For$t_ery by project plaoners

Arthur J. Gibby and Dean Ward. So fai irntiimitt_scate
mrntng ts planned, to test the value of deposits.

^ 
It would take place in Uintah County, within the Uintah

Hiil1,^ylllll-acre gravet !9d qrgetgd for development.
:l]I9lT.rr"t impacts qledicted by Jerry W. Maisfield,
yj::?_r^1":o*ces specialist for rhe division, are,,tempG
rary o$turbatrce of soils and vegetation."

^. 
Gibby and Ward wrote, ,.In order to take ore from this

3 "9Iu 
gravel bed, we are going to tave to worf a lttle

ress man two acres in a l2_month period of tirne.,,Top soil
;.wtric.h the partners.said is moitly sanOy-_-*ou14 *stripped off.

_- 
Underlying sand_would be run through a concentrator tosepaLate black mineral-rich depositi from lft soil. Itwould be processed at another toiation, ,"ioiu tti p"i..
Water would be taken from the Green River for theconcentrator. Gibby and Ward wrote that ttrly witt stoieus€dwater in at least one settling pond about ZdO ieet fromthe river.

| , '"This will ensure us of having the water that is returnedlto the river to be free of sarih 
"nOiift-;ii,"i said. Noi chemicals are to be ur"{ in th" i;&,i:ih*'ii1.u will be

After gravel and sand have been processed, soil will besmoothed and reseeded.
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!9 be highly profilable, a mining
!111 :,h"U be (iled at least 90 days -befiie 

"ny 
ott !. work is

no contamination of soil or wat-er.,'
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